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The 2018 University of Missou-ri-St. Louis Mirthweek cele-
bration took place from April 21 to 
April 27 and featured events ranging 
from carnivals and laser tag to the 
Student Leadership Banquet and 
Volunteer Fair.
The first event of Mirthweek was 
the Graduate Gateway Conference, 
taking place on April 21 and April 
22 in The Dave Ganz Room in the 
Anheuser-Busch Hall. The theme of 
this year’s conference was Humor 
and Happiness. Saturday’s lineup of 
speakers included Sara Pope, Wes-
ley Geyer, and Justin D’Arms, who 
presented The Laughter of Power: 
Overcoming as a Means of Humor, 
Humor as a Function of Intelligent 
Systems, and A Motivational Theo-
ry of Natural Emotions (and Some 
Implications for Moral Luck), re-
spectively. Sunday’s lineup of speak-
ers included William Bell and Alan 
Roberts, who presented On Loneli-
ness as Social Misattunement and 
Funny People Logic, respectively.
The 5th Annual Last Lecture 
featuring Associate Professor of 
Educational Foundations in the De-
partment of Educational Services 
and Professional Programs Mat-
thew Davis took place on April 24 
at the J.C. Penney Summit Lounge. 
The name of the Last Lecture Se-
ries is a reference to Randy Pausch’s 
“last lecture,” a speech he had deliv-
ered during his battle with pancre-
atic cancer. Davis was the faculty 
member chosen to deliver his ad-
dress for his contributions through 
teaching and services to UMSL.
The Mirthweek Carnival took 
place from noon to 5 p.m. on April 
25. Despite a chance of rain in the 
forecast, the carnival and the attend-
ees remained dry for its duration 
with a cloudy overcast sky that did 
nothing to hamper the Mirthweek 
spirit. Students and faculty were 
able to get on various carnival rides, 
including a Ferris wheel. Tents lined 
the sidewalk with different games to 
take part in as well as a caricature 
artist, who gathered a particular-
ly long line. Some cornhole boards 
were set up in the grass with bean 
bags for people to use as well. Those 
who worked up an appetite from the 
rides and games were able to grab 
some popcorn, cotton candy, and 
desserts from food trucks.
The 2018 Spring Volunteer Fair 
took place on the second floor of the 
Millenium Student Center on April 
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The University of Missouri-St. Louis has created a Campus 
Tree Care Plan in order to be part 
of the Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree 
Campus USA program. 
The Tree Campus USA program 
helps colleges and universities 
around the country establish and 
sustain healthy community forests. 
The Tree Campus USA program 
recognizes colleges and universi-
ties that effectively manage their 
campus trees, who develop connec-
tivity with the community beyond 
campus borders to foster healthy, 
urban forests, and who strive to en-
gage their student population utiliz-
ing service learning opportunities 
centered on campus, and commu-
nity, forestry efforts.
There are five standards that a 
university or college has to meet 
in order to receive the distinction: 
have a Campus Tree Advisory Com-
mittee (CTAC), have a Campus Tree 
Care Plan, Campus Tree Program 
with Dedicated Annual Expendi-
tures, Arbor Day Observance, and 
Service Learning Project. 
Greg Ward, grounds supervisor, 
explained why UMSL would want 
to compete for this designation. 
Ward said, “UMSL Grounds looks to 
be a leader within the Green Indus-
try as the premier land-grant insti-
tution for the St. Louis region. The 
Tree Campus USA designation is an 
easily obtainable goal and requires 
little monetary input. The inputs are 
minimal, but the rewards are great.”
Ward explained that his depart-
ment began implementation of the 
plan in February with student in-
volvement planting trees on South 
Campus for Arbor Day. Grounds 
also worked with Jay Fish of the 
Urban Ecology class, located In the 
CHERP trailer and the second event 
was with the Sigma Phi fraternity 
for their ACE project.
Another requirement was the 
CTAC. UMSL’s CTAC will be a vol-
untary committee for a semester, but 
most may stay on for the full school 
year according to Ward. The com-
mittee has to have a student, faculty, 
and staff member on its board and 
its composition is in UMSL’s Cam-
pus Tree Care Plan.  
The committee is in charge of 
revising or amending the Tree Care 
Plan, creating a campus-wide ac-
ceptable tree and shrub list, and 
providing a voice in future tree re-
movals, tree maintenance, etc. The 
meetings will be open to the gener-
al public and Ward expects the first 
meeting to be in August at the begin-
ning of the Fall semester. 
UMSL’s campus has received 
many new trees already this year. 
A report published by the Pro-gram Prioritization Commit-
tee suggesting the inactivations of 
some of the University of Missou-
ri-St. Louis’ programs such as an-
thropology and theater and cinema 
arts has caused widespread concern 
from the St. Louis community, lead-
ing many to believe these programs 
were eliminated and possibly scar-
ing off potential students.
On April 2, a report by the Pro-
gram Prioritization Committee 
evaluating the university’s academ-
ic programs was released. Included 
in the report were recommenda-
tions to inactivate programs such 
as anthropology, theater and cin-
ema arts, and a master's degree in 
communications.
“We had a committee analyzing 
all of our programs for their growth, 
strength and excellence. [The com-
mittee looked at] quantitative data 
such as the number of majors, stu-
dent credit hours, faculty, research 
productivity, how much they cost, 
and the revenue they generate. The 
committee divided into different 
groups and met with each program 
and talked about what their goals 
and missions are. The committee 
then came up with recommenda-
tions, which were presented to the 
campus community,” said Kristin 
Sobolik, UMSL’s provost and vice 
chancellor for academic affairs.
 The committee's report sparked 
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UMSL's Springtime Celebration: 2018 





Students and faculty celebrate Mirthweek with a carnival, despite a risk of rain.
Continued on page 5
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A week after Marvel’s “Infini-
ty War” release, fans of the comic 
book universe can gather at partic-
ipating comic book shops around 
the world for Free Comic Book Day. 
This annual event has been around 
since 2002 and is the first Saturday 
in May. This year’s celebration is 
May 5. 
Comic books are about more 
than just the typical superheroes. 
The comic books offered this year 
are the storylines of “Doctor Who,” 
“Adventure Time,” “Pokemon,” “Star 
Wars,” and more. 
According to the Free Com-
ic Book Day website, “Free Comic 
Book Day is administered by a pan-
el representing all parts of the comic 
book industry: retailers, publish-
ers, suppliers, and Diamond Comic 
Distributors. Each year, publishers 
apply to provide comic books at 
cost to retailers, who in turn give 
them away for free. Diamond han-
dles marketing and logistics for the 
event, shipping comics to shops and 
handling marketing and PR for the 
event.”
Comic book shops might have a 
restriction on how many free comic 
books you can pick up, but at least 
everyone can receive one free com-
ic book while supplies last. The Free 
Comic Book Day website has a par-
ticipating store locator and a full list 
of the comic books that will be fea-
tured for pick up on that day.
Some comic book stores will 
hire cosplayers to also be part of the 
event. The event is kid-friendly and 
open to everyone. 
Visit freecomicbookday.com for 
more information.  
388 MSC, 1 University Blvd
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how can you be Involved?
INDEPENDENT
STUDENT  NEWS
TC • Get even More News and Content online at thecurrent-online.com• Send Story Tips to thecurrenttips@umsl.edu
• Respond to stories with Letters to the Editor
• Volunteer, Intern, or Work for the Paper
• Be Featured or Feature an Undercurrent
• Like us on Fb /TheCurrentStudentNews
• Follow us on Twitter @UMSLTheCurrent
Hiatus (noun): a pause or gap in a sequence, series, or 
process. 
Sentence: UMSL will take a brief hiatus before starting the 
summer courses. Good luck on finals, Tritons!
presents




25 and 26. Organizations present on 
the first day focused on Youth and 
Education, Environment, Health/
Wellness, Seniors, and Family Ser-
vices. Organizations present on the 
second day focused on Women, Vet-
erans, Hunger/Homelessness Is-
sues, and Animals. April 26 also held 
free and unlimited laser tag for stu-
dents in the Century Rooms of the 
Millenium Student Center from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
April 27 was an especially busy 
day for Mirthweek, with the UMSL 
Goose Chase, Food Truck Friday, 
and the Leslie Jones Comedy Show 
all taking place to close out the 2018 
Mirthweek Celebration. The 3rd an-
nual UMSL Goose Chase took place 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the UMSL 
Recreation and Wellness Center. 
Registration cost $10, which went 
towards the Triton Hunger Fund. 
Participants were able to choose 
between the 5k and the one-mile 
walk. Those uninterested in par-
ticipating in the running were still 
able to help a good cause by bringing 
canned foods to help with the Triton 
Hunger Food Pantry. During Food 
Truck Friday, various food trucks 
were on campus including Essen-
tially Fries, Wayno’s International 
Cuisine, Wingnut Food Truck, and 
Twisted Tacos. Parked in the Rec-
reation and Wellness Center Visitor 
Lot, the trucks serves the students 
and faculty from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The last Mirthweek event was Sat-
urday Night Live member Leslie 
Jones’ performance at 8 p.m. in the 
Blanche M. Touhill Performing Arts 
Center.
campus there is evidence of that 
in the ponds being over saturated 
with goose feces that leads to algae 
blooms. In previous years, grounds 
has dyed the water aqua-blue to lim-
it sunlight from reaching the bottom 
so algae cannot grow. Ward said that 
Grounds will be taking a proactive 
approach to treat the algae before 
it becomes a problem so the water 
does not runoff to the Maline Creek 
watershed and create problems 
downstream. 
The ideal goal is to have a flock 
of about a dozen. The estimated 
lifespan of a wild migratory goose is 
anywhere from 13 to 20 years. Since 
UMSL is a relatively safe area with 
few predators, the lifespan might be 
longer for campus geese. Ward said, 
“Having just a few birds will deter 
many migratory geese who come 
from Northern climates to nest for 
the season.”
Ward saw potential in a research 
project – if a student was interested 
– to study the mating pairs, migra-
tory flocks, or track the juveniles of 
the permanent and migratory flocks 
on campus. 
UMSL Grounds follows Geese 
Peace St. Louis and PETA humane 
protocols when removing eggs. 
They use the float test to allow 
any egg past stage three to hatch. 
Grounds has successfully treated 
over ten geese nests this year with 
around five to eight nests to go. 
Ward said, “Our population 
management program is a year-
round, multi-faceted approach of 
which could last for the entirety of 
the life of the campus. It is import-
ant to understand that there is no 
magic, silver bullet which could end 
our geese problem overnight.”
Geese management should in no 
way disrupt the learning environ-
ment of students, faculty, or staff 
on campus. Ward anticipates that 
the only people who would be dis-
rupted are those curious about their 
actions and who might stop to ask 
questions. Ward said, “We want to 
be as transparent as possible to our 
student, faculty, staff and stakehold-
ers in all of our processes, especially 
when it comes to wildlife and treat-
ing issues in a humane and ethical 
approach.”
Ward said, “To date, Grounds 
has successfully treated over 10 
nests, preventing a possibility of 70 
or more goslings from taking over 
our campus for 2018.”
This week in the Office of Stu-dent Involvement at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis:
• Fraternity & Sorority Life 
(FSL) wants to help you prepare for 
finals. FSL is hosting study rooms 
on Wednesday and Thursday this 
week. For both days, the study room 
will be available from 3 to 8 p.m.; 
snacks and refreshments will be 
provided, as well as study supplies 
like highlighters, pencils, etc. The 
study room on Wednesday will be 
in the Millennium Student Center 
Quiet Lounge, and the study room 
Thursday will be in the MSC Fire-
side Lounge. We hope to see you 
there.
• PRIZM, UMSL’s Queer – Trans 
– Straight Alliance, in conjunction 
with the Office of Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion, invites you to 
join them at Lavender Graduation 
in a celebration for queer students 
who are graduating from UMSL. 
Friends and family are welcome to 
attend.  The event will take place 
on April 30, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
in the MSC Century Room C. Sayer 
Johnson, President of Metro Trans 
Umbrella Group, will serve as our 
keynote speaker. 
• With the last week of classes, 
this will also be the last Currently 
Involved Column for the 2017-2018 
school year. The Office of Student 
Involvement would like to thank all 
of you for making this year a success 
by participating in all the wonder-
ful student organizations, programs, 
and events that took place. We wish 
you a wonderful summer and, for 
those who are returning for classes 
next year, we look forward to seeing 
you in Fall 2018.
The Office of Student Involve-
ment can be contacted at 314-516-
5291 or studentinvolvement@umsl.
edu.
The following is a series of dai-ly crime and incident reports 
issued by the University of Missou-
ri-St. Louis Police Department from 
April 20 through 26.
April 20: At 2:50 a.m., UMSL PD 
assisted Bel Ridge PD with a fight 
between non-UMSL students in the 
driveway of the Pi Kappa Alpha fra-
ternity house.
April 21: At 2:35 a.m., UMSL PD 
responded to a report of loud music 
at Mansion Hill, and the music was 
then turned down.
April 22: An UMSL student re-
ported finding a steak knife in their 
mailbox at Mansion Hill at 12:17 
p.m.
April 23: A driver’s license was 
turned in to UMSL PD at 8:20 a.m. 
An UMSL student reported a sexual 
assault at 9:37 a.m. at Benton Hall. A 
fitbit was found at Express Scripts 
Hall at 5:00 p.m. and was turned in 
to UMSL PD.
April 24: An UMSL staff mem-
ber reported a cut finger at 12:59 
p.m. at Millennium Student Center. 
An UMSL student reported a stolen 
laptop from an unlocked locker in 
the Rec & Wellness Center at 5:00 
p.m. Two vehicles got in an accident 
in the West Drive Garage, with mi-
nor damage and no injuries.
April 25: UMSL PD impounded 
a bicycle at the Metrolink at St. Vin-
cent’s Trail at 1:56 a.m. An UMSL 
student was arrested at 10:51 a.m. in 
the West Drive Garage after mak-
ing threatening comments to an-
other student. A vehicle struck a 
stop sign on Grobman Drive at 11:55 
a.m. with minor damage and no in-
juries. An UMSL student was taken 
to the hospital via ambulance after 
suffering a seizure in the Millenni-
um Student Center at 1:58 p.m. An 
UMSL student reported setting off 
an alarm on a parked car by mis-
take at 2:35 p.m. in the West Drive 
Garage. On Mark Twain Drive, an 
UMSL student reported damage to 
their parked car caused by another 
car door at 5:37 p.m.
April 26: At 2:30 p.m., an UMSL 
student found her car insecure with 




Mirthweek in Full Swing with Celebration
Continued from page 1
When you walk onto the Uni-versity of Missouri-St. Louis’ 
campus, it is hard to not notice the 
geese. But are there too many geese 
on campus?
UMSL has an Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) Plan. The plan 
states, “Not all insects, weeds and 
other living organisms require con-
trol. Many organisms are innocuous, 
and some are even beneficial. IPM 
programs work to monitor for pests 
and identify them accurately, so that 
appropriate control decisions can 
be made in conjunction with action 
thresholds.”
Grounds Supervisor Greg Ward 
said that geese population manage-
ment has been going on since the 
early 90s. Ward said, “The program 
was very strong and vibrant during 
the 90s and early 2000s but waned 
in successful treatments from the 
mid-2000s until now...Our goose 
program is part of our Integrated 
Pest Management, and we follow 
these guidelines to treat any pest on 
property, goose related or other.”
Ward estimated that UMSL 
has a flock of about 20 to 30 birds. 
When there are too many geese on 
Kat Riddler
Managing Editor
Managing UMSL’s Staple Campus Attraction of Geese
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Anticipating the outcome of the game, a college soccer star 
faces the adrenaline rush head on. 
It was two minutes before the time 
was called. As he turned to look, 
the scoreboard showed a tied score. 
Two obstacles lay in front of him, 
with a decision that had to be made 
in a split second.
 Without thinking, he quickly 
lunged to the right, then bounced 
back to the left. As the ball moved 
swiftly between his feet, he ran as 
fast as he could towards the oppo-
nent’s goal. He had one shot, this 
was it. With high adrenaline and 
cheers from the crowd, he kicked 
the ball as hard as he could. It flew 
through the air, past the goalie, into 
the corner of the net. This was a bat-
tle that only one team would win, 
and he did it. He won the game.
Patrick Ries, junior, business 
has been playing soccer his whole 
life. Ever since he was four years 
old, Ries has devoted his time and 
dedication to the game. “The beau-
ty of the game itself is what I enjoy 
most. While I'm playing, I just love 
to compete and win. I knew I had a 
talent and loved to express that. But 
what I enjoy most is the art when 
you watch it. I love seeing the tricks, 
vision, passion, etc. of the players 
while they are playing the game on 
any level. I primarily and truly ap-
preciate the game when I watch it 
at the professional level, but at any 
level, the game is still beautiful,” 
said Ries.
Ries started his college soc-
cer career at a junior college, then 
transferred to the University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis to continue his ed-
ucation and passion for soccer. For 
many reasons, Ries chose UMSL to 
continue his soccer career. Ries was 
attracted to UMSL by the coaching 
staff and legacy of the soccer pro-
gram. Ries has many strengths when 
it comes to soccer, but because of his 
speed, agility and determination to 
score, he is the striker for his team. 
In this position, Ries truly thrives.
Every athlete has their strug-
gles, but over the years Ries has 
adapted well. “Because I commute 
from home (roughly 45 minutes), 
the days are very long. Early class-
es, some downtime to do home-
work and study, then off to practice 
for roughly two-and-a-half hours. 
On the weekends, we may be out of 
town, so you must be disciplined to 
get homework done, along with per-
forming at your best for the team,” 
Ries said.
Between the traveling, weekly 
games and practices, Ries has very 
little downtime. “Over the semes-
ter my weeks are long and drain-
ing. The biggest challenge that I am 
faced with is getting all my home-
work finished and done on time. 
However, life is full of obstacles, 
but with the help and support from 
family and friends I can tackle these 
challenges one day at a time,” Ries 
continued.
When the love for the game is 
not enough for him to keep playing, 
his teammates are. “We all have that 
love and bond for each other that a 
team should always have. We all 
share the same interests and passion 
for the game, and I think that’s what 
makes us all so close. At times, peo-
ple butt heads, but at the end of the 
day, it's all love,” said Ries. Through-
out the years, Ries has made friend-
ships that will last a lifetime.
According to Ries, “When I 
reflect back over the years and 
reminisce on all the games, trips, 
teammates and coaches, I realize 
why I love the game so much. All my 
experiences have led me to where I 
am today, and I wouldn’t trade it for 
the world.” Ries plans to continue 
his soccer career at UMSL for the 
next two years, while tackling chal-



















Ries continued his soccer career at UMSL 
because of the coaching staff and legacy 
of the program. 
Ward explained that there were 
40 oaks planted of four different 
species, 10 pecan trees, 20 rose-
bud trees, and 20 shortleaf pine 
trees. The shortleaf pine tree is the 
only native pine tree in this part of 
Missouri. 
Ward said, “Oaks are an import-
ant anchor species for Missouri for-
ests. They attract many different 
invertebrates and vertebrates.”
Ward continued to explain that a 
caterpillar could be attracted to the 
young shoots of a swamp white oak 
that can attract birds who feed on 
the caterpillars and then feed their 
offspring. He also explained that the 
local wild-turkey population would 
be attracted to the acorns in the fall 
and attract larger predatory mam-
mals to feed on the turkey. 
He concluded, “Oaks are an in-
credible tree which can live for hun-
dreds of years.”
Classes or student groups can be 
involved in future projects to help 
with planting, mulching, removal 
of invasive species, and other tree 
or shrub related projects in accor-
dance to the Arbor Day Foundation 
Standards. 
The official names of the species 
of trees planted this year.   







Continued from page 1
UMSL Aims for 
Tree Campus USA 
Designation
The students are Adriana Givens  and Regan Slaughter are in HONORS 2050 - Inquiries 














While Jimi Hendrix was alive, he was extremely prolific, 
producing over eight albums in his 
very short lifetime. He also accom-
panied other bands during his eight 
years of recording, everyone from 
The Isley Brothers to Little Richard. 
In his last year of life alone, he 
recorded over 70 times. Since his 
death, many recordings have been 
discovered, and are now being re-
leased posthumously. This album 
is the third catalog release, starting 
in 2010 with “Valleys of Neptune,” 
following in 2013 with “People, 
Hell, and Angels.” The newest re-
lease, “Both Sides of the Sky,” fea-
tures songs and fragments that can 
be found in other works, along with 
some notable cover songs, like Mud-
dy Waters’ “Mannish Boy.” It in-
cludes songs recorded between 1968 
and 1970, ten of which have never 
been previously released. Many of 
the songs have a blues focus.
Unsurprisingly, the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame has declared him 
“arguably the greatest instrumen-
talist in the history of rock music.” 
Of course, Hendrix’s guitar work is 
the focus here, with the vocals only 
playing a supporting role. There are 
some really interesting cuts on this 
album, like the jam band-esque “$20 
Fine” and the super funky “Jungle.” 
There are also tracks that have been 
previously recorded, such as “Sweet 
Angel” and “Power of Soul.” 
Most of the remaining songs are 
blues, with covers of the aforemen-
tioned Muddy Waters, and a few 
others that are Hendrix’s own blues 
songs, like “Georgia Blues” and 
“Hear My Train a Comin’.” Band 
lineups on the album include both 
members of the Jimi Hendrix Expe-
rience and the Band of Gypsys. This 
album also showcases musicians 
Stephen Stills and Johnny Winters, 
in songs where Jimi is not the main 
guitarist; this adds some refreshing 
variety to the album.
Have no doubt that other mate-
rial will continue to be released for 
years to come. Some solo recordings 
and songs recorded with others are 
still hiding in the vault. The Hen-
drix family team, including original 
recording engineer Eddie Kramer, 
has released the three most recent 
albums and will continue to work 
on releasing more music. Hendrix’s 
prolific output was extraordinary 
in multiple ways – his raw talent 
and ability with the guitar and his 
improvisational, artistic approach 
to music. He has, and will continue 
to, influence generations of guitar 
players. 
This album, like his others be-
fore it, showcases his insane power 
over the guitar. He is truly one of the 
greats, and this album reminds us of 
that. “Both Sides of the Sky” can be 
found on Spotify and Apple Music.
arts & entertainment
“Both Sides of the Sky,” Previously Unreleased 
Hendrix Material is Out Now
Mike A Bryan
Staff Writer




















alike who were worried that 
programs they are a part of were 
on the university’s chopping block. 
However, Sobolik says that is the 
case.
“The most important thing to 
understand is that this report is just 
the committee’s recommendations. 
These are not necessarily what is 
going to happen,” Sobolik said.
Despite the committee’s report 
only containing recommendations 
regarding the departments, Profes-
sor of Anthropology Susan Brownell 
has had faculty members from dif-
ferent colleges contacting her, be-
lieving the anthropology program 
has already been inactivated.
“I have had colleagues from 
Washington University emailing me 
expressing condolences,” Brownell 
said.
Brownell believes the act of 
revealing to the public that the 
anthropology program could pos-
sibly be inactivated has hurt the 
department.
“We have already had damage 
done to our image in the communi-
ty. We are already losing students. 
There were students we were re-
cruiting to come to UMSL, but de-
cided to go elsewhere. We have 
students at UMSL who are wonder-
ing if they should go elsewhere be-
cause they are concerned about the 
anthropology major,” Brownell said.
According to Sobolik, current 
UMSL students enrolled in a major 
that could be inactivated should not 
be concerned.
“If we decide to inactivate a pro-
gram, then any student that is cur-
rently in that program would be 
able to graduate with their degree 
in that program, but we would stop 
admitting new students into that 
program,” Sobolik said.
Brownell believes the universi-
ty has not communicated enough 
what the report’s intentions were 
due to the wide-spread premature 
concern.
“I do not think the communica-
tions part of the report was handled 
well,” Brownell said. “The com-
mittee has said that this was mere-
ly meant as a recommendation to 
start a discussion. If this is the start 
of discussions, I have no problem 
with it. However, St. Louis Public 
Radio and the St. Louis Post Dis-
patch are announcing it like it is a 
done deal. I do not understand why 
the Chancellor and the Director of 
Communications would have not 
realized this would be something 
in which you would need to be pro-
active and communicate with the 
faculty before you release it for the 
media. I am disappointed in UMSL’s 
communication.”
The committee’s budgetary rec-
ommendations came amid reports 
of a decrease in enrollment rate and 
state funding, which are two major 
forms of income for UMSL.
“We want to reinvest into our 
areas of growth, strength, and ex-
cellence. We are getting less fund-
ing from the state. We are working 
very hard on [increasing] our en-
rollment,” Sobolik said. “We want to 
build programs that our communi-
ties and students want. We physical-
ly cannot do that with a decreasing 
revenue rate, unless we reallocate 
resources from areas that are no 
longer growing into areas that are. 
That is something any business or 
industry would do and we should 
be doing that all the time. Paying 
attention to programs that our stu-
dents want and supporting those 
programs.”
Students and faculty can expect 
to hear the university’s final deci-
sions regarding the report’s sugges-
tions in the coming weeks.
“We will have action items stem-
ming from the committee’s report 
that may include some of the things 
they suggest on the report, but it 
can also be broader and not have 
some of those things,” Sobolik said. 
“Students will know what actions 
will be taken before the end of the 
semester.”
Discussions of UMSL Cutting Programs 
Worries Students and Faculty
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Continued from page 1
UMSL's strategic plan website has a spot for online comments. 
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On August 17, Anheuser-Busch Hall held its grand opening. On August 21, was the first day of the fall semester and was the 
first total solar eclipse in our area since 1869. 
UMSL Night at the Ballpark was held on September 8. Nearly 750 alumni, students, 
faculty, and staff, and friends of UMSL attended. 
Arts and Sciences Dean Ronald Yasbin retired on August 31.
The SSM Outpatient Center had their grand opening on 
September 21.
UMSL Police are to start wearing body cameras as soon as the 
summer. 
Strategic Plan recommendations were released April 2.  The recommendations included 
closing some programs. 
Homecoming King Yaniv Dudaie and Homecoming Queen Ares 
Boria Lopez were crowned on February 24.
President Trump visited St. Louis to speak at Boeing on March 
14.
UMSL hired thier first ever Diversity & LGBTQ+ Program and Project Support Coordinator Harry Hawkins. He 
started in July. 
On January 24, Larry Nassar was sentenced to 175 years in 
prison for decades of sexual abuse. 
On September 15, Judge  Wilson declared former STL police 
officer Jason Stockley was not guilty in the death of Anthony 
Lamar Smith.
The Boy Scouts of America announced on October 11 that they 
will start allowing girls into cub scout programs. 
The College of Business announced classes in the fall will be offered in 8-week formats 
along with 16-weeks. 
The Nosh reopened January 29 after remodeling. 
John Hayden named St. Louis Police Chief 
December 28. 
The federal government shutdown from January 19 to 22.January 8, Joshua Perschbacher took over the Veterans Center. 
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Mr. President, I have been very nuanced 
with you. I have not jumped the gun 
and taken the easy approach of call-
ing you out for saying something sil-
ly. We have all said some silly things. 
I’ve given you, and continue to give 
you a chance, though that is because 
you are the only president we’ve got. 
You’re not Hitler, but so far, neither 
have you proven yourself to be one 
of the greats.
As of right now, you are more 
of a continuation of the same old 
establishment that we saw under 
Obama, W. Bush, and Bill Clinton. 
You were given rise because your 
only opponent, Hillary Clinton, 
was exposed for her corruption and 
widely distrusted. She, the DNC, 
and the mainstream media cheated 
Bernie Sanders out of the primary 
elections and let’s be honest, Sand-
ers would have been far more of an 
opponent for you to take on in the 
general elections than Clinton ever 
was. His ideas for change toward a 
single-payer healthcare system and 
free education resonates with many 
to this day and I, for one, would have 
rather seen Sanders in the executive 
chair than the likes of you.
During the elections in 2016, I 
heard many of your supporters re-
peat the same phrase over and over: 
“He tells it like it is!”
No, Mr. President, you tell it 
like a businessman, at best. And be-
fore anyone says “we need a busi-
nessman,” ask yourself, how is a 
businessman any better than these 
career politicians that he’s been 
working both with and against? 
Trump, your mouth is a loose can-
non, and no, I am not about to attack 
the silly things you have said/tweet-
ed like “covfefe” or “fake news” ac-
cusations, but rather your words 
which have proven to be hypocrit-
ical, and sometimes dangerously 
provocative or suggestive of at-
tack on the First Amendment’s free 
speech.
Let’s not forget last year on Oc-
tober 11, in response to an NBC arti-
cle describing how you asked about 
increasing the U.S. nuclear arsenal 
tenfold, you took to Twitter and re-
sponded: “Network news has be-
come so partisan, distorted and fake 
that licenses must be challenged 
and, if appropriate, revoked. Not fair 
to public!”
You later tweeted: “With all of 
the Fake News coming out of NBC 
and the Networks, at what point is 
it appropriate to challenge their Li-
cense? Bad for country!”
You, along with CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo have made accusa-
tions and threats against the media. 
Pompeo has sought means to prose-
cute news outlets like Wikileaks for 
posting leaks from the CIA, which 
Wikileaks labeled as “Vault 7” which 
extensively describes their means of 
monitoring private citizens through 
cameras and microphones in smart 
devices, just to name a couple of de-
tails from the extensive article. The 
real threat here is that Wikileaks 
has not been the only news outlet 
to share this information. Main-
stream U.S. outlets have as well, and 
would that not leave them open to 
prosecution?
Mr. President, you have been 
known to flip on issues just like Hil-
lary Clinton did on same-sex mar-
riage. Before you were president, 
you criticized Obama for both not 
being more aggressive against Syria 
and also for attacking Syria. Then, 
last March, you ordered an attack 
on one of their air bases in response 
to a chemical attack attributed to 
their leader Bashar Al-Assad with-
out proof. Then, this April, you did 
it again and once more, the attacks 
were not proven to have come from 
Assad.
So, Mr. President, I could go on 
about how you have little regard for 
finesse in what you say and how you 
childishly lash out at almost all prov-
A high-ranking corrections of-ficer, armed with an envelope 
stuffed with thousands in cash, se-
cretly meets with a pharmaceutical 
representative in an undisclosed 
location. The officer hands over the 
sealed envelope, and the representa-
tive provides him with several vials 
of a deadly and dangerous drug. 
No, this is not a scene from 
“Breaking Bad” or a Quentin Taran-
tino crime thriller. This is exact-
ly how the state of Missouri has 
been acquiring Pentobarbital, the 
controversial drug used in the last 
17 state-sanctioned death row exe-
cutions. The drug does have legiti-
mate medical applications, as it has 
been used extensively as an effec-
tive anti-seizure medication in the 
developing world, though highly 
concentrated and purified versions 
of the drug will cause significant 
suppression of bodily functions and 
brain death.
A damning BuzzFeed investiga-
tion by Chris McDaniel has exposed 
the St. Louis-based pharmacy, Foun-
dation Care, for engaging in count-
less hazardous and often unethical 
pharmaceutical procedures. Since 
2014, more than $135,000 in cash 
has been paid by the Missouri De-
partment of Corrections for Pen-
tobarbital to Foundation Care, a 
troubled Earth City pharmacy that 
was acquired last year by healthcare 
giant Centene Corporation. 
Foundation Care is what is 
known as a “compounding pharma-
cy,” meaning the company sells and 
produces both highly specialized 
drugs and common mass-produced 
medications in the same facility. 
This designation is important be-
cause the FDA has significantly 
limited consumer protection over-
sight into these types of pharmacies. 
However, in 2013, the FDA designat-
ed Foundation Care as one of the 
country’s 29 “high-risk” pharmacies 
after agents raided the pharmacy, af-
ter suspecting that the company was 
not following routine safety proto-
cols. Among other unethical practic-
es, the company has been accused of 
reselling returned medications, dis-
pensing without prescriptions, and 
selling bacteria-tainted drugs to 
consumers which caused the death 
of at least one patient. 
Use of Phenobarbital in capital 
punishment has been under scru-
tiny after an Oklahoma death row 
inmate, Michael Lee Wilson, faced 
an excruciating death after being in-
jected with the drug. Wilson’s cries 
that he felt his whole body burn-
ing soon after has many activists 
concerned about whether his 8th 
Amendment right of “cruel and un-
usual punishment” was violated.
Pentobarbital possesses a rath-
er interesting and disturbing histo-
ry. First brought to market in 1912, 
Phenobarbital was marketed by the 
German pharmaceutical company 
Bayer as a hypnotic sedative named 
“Luminal.” From 1939 to 1943, Nazi 
forces utilized the drug to euthanize 
more than 50 intellectually disabled 
children as part of their eugenics 
program. In 1997, all 39 members 
of the infamous Heaven’s Gate cult 
committed suicide by taking large 
quantities of Pentobarbital taken 
with vodka in a quest to reach an 
alien spaceship they believed to be 
following Haley’s Comet.
Before Missouri started buying 
from Foundation Care, an Okla-
homa-based pharmacy agreed to 
stop providing Pentobarbital when 
it was discovered that they had no 
license to sell drugs in this state. 
Official state documents went to 
great lengths to protect the iden-
tity of their new supplier by using 
the code name “M7” and before 
the recent exposé, “only a handful 
of state employees knew the real 
name.” Countless companies have 
distanced themselves from being 
involved with state-sanctioned exe-
cutions, and pressure has come from 
both sides of the aisle to abandon 
the inhumane punishment. A rule 
intended to protect the identities 
of executioners from being targeted 
was expanded in October 2013 by 
the Missouri Department of Correc-
tions to protect the companies that 
supply the lethal drugs in an inter-
esting employment of a “companies 
as people” ideology. 
Missouri is not alone in their 
questionable methods of obtain-
ing lethal drugs and administering 
capital punishment. Arizona was 
recently exposed to have bought 
nearly $6,000 USD worth of lethal 
injection drugs from a pharmaceuti-
cal company that was operating out 
of a driving school in west London. 
Unsurprisingly, Texas consistently 
leads the nations in executions, with 
Missouri usually placing second. 
Coincidentally, it is often much 
more expensive to put an inmate 
to death than it would be to house 
and feed them for the rest of their 
natural lives in jail. In Oklahoma, 
empirical analysis revealed that 
“prosecutors spent triple in pre-trial 
and trial costs on death penalty pro-
ceedings, while defense teams spent 
nearly 10 times more” as compared 
to life sentences. Costly lawyer fees, 
expensive drugs, and lengthy trials 
all contribute to the massive price 
tag. 
 Of course, an honest con-
versation about the death penal-
ty would not be complete without 
recognizing the pervasive and cor-
rosive effects of racism in the Amer-
ican criminal justice system. Those 
who have been convicted of mur-
dering white victims are 82% more 
likely to face capital punishment 
than those who murder black vic-
tims. This means that the criminal 
justice system consistently views 
the death of white victims as more 
heinous and important than the 
death of black victims. This mentali-
ty, in turn results in black Americans 
being disproportionately affected by 
the death penalty and the criminal 
justice system as a whole. 
A review conducted by the De-
partment of Justice found that “48 
percent of white defendants were 
able to receive a sentence less than 
death through plea bargaining. Yet, 
only 25 percent of black defendants 
and 28 percent of Hispanic defen-
dants were able to plead guilty in 
exchange for life sentences.” These 
statistics paint a broader picture of 
the unacceptable and unjust applica-
tions of heavy-handed prosecutori-
al powers, levied against historically 
disadvantaged populations.
 Compounding this, the 
risk of putting people to death for 
crimes they did not commit is sim-
ply terrifying. A Michigan State 
study has found that a “conservative 
estimate” number of inmates that 
have been killed by the state that 
have posthumously been found “not 
guilty” through extensive review of 
forensic evidence and mishandled 
investigations is around 4.1 percent, 
over double the rate of exonerations. 
With all of these disturbing aspects 
taken into consideration, is it really 
worth keeping the death penalty on 
the books? 
opinions
Pentobarbital injection is the latest development in capital punishment, but many argue it violates a defendant’s 8th Amendment 












Our Fatal Attraction with the Death Penalty
Chris Zuver
A&E Editor
An Open Letter to President Donald J. Trump
continued online at 
thecurrent-online.com
April 30, 20188Thanks to these dedicated UMSL faculty for making a 
commitment to reduce the cost of course materials this spring:
University of Missouri System
C O L U M B I A  |  K A N S A S  C I T Y  |  R O L L A  |  S T.  L O U I S
Please join the UM System in thanking them for their commitment to access and affordability for our students. 
To learn more about the Affordable & Open Educational Resources Initiative, visit umsystem.edu/ums/aa/oer. 
Not on the list, but have adopted OER this semester? Let us know!
Or, if you have an OER experience you’d like to share, we’d love to hear from you, too. Email umoer@umsystem.edu.
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